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Canada Set to Raise Permanent
Residency Fees by 12%
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keep up with S
inflation. As India

remains the top source of Canadian immigrants, the fee

increase may affect some aspiring applicants. India has
always been a significant source of permanent residents
in Canada. However, aspiring immigrants seeking
Canadian permanent residency now face higher costs
as the Immigration, Refugees, and Citizenship Canada
(IRCC) announced an approximately 12% fee hike
across key immigration programmes starting at the end
of this month. Effective April 30, the ‘right of permanent
residence fee’ will increase from Canadian dollar (CAD)

515 to CAD 575, aligning with inflation rates.

Show Empathy
Sewaextendsbeyond physicalactstoincludeemotional
and intellectual support. Mentoring someone in
need, offering guidance, or simply being a supportive
friend are potent ways to practise selfless service. By
uplifting others, individuals can create a supportive
and harmonious environment. Understanding the
struggles and challenges others face is an aspect of
Sewa. By actively listening, empathising, and helping,
individuals can build connections and foster a sense
of unity within their communities.

Embrace the spirit
Engaging in selfless service — or Sewa — promotes
personal growth and can give youa sense of purpose

Kindness, Humility and Equality: Sikh Tradition of Sewa - 3

and fulfilment, contributing to overall wellbeing.
It can also create a more robust, more resilient
community. By actively participating in the wellbeing
of others, you contribute to creating a supportive and
interconnected society.

Sewa transcends religious and cultural boundaries,
fostering unity among people from diverse
backgrounds. In essence, embracing the spirit of Sewa
is a powerful way to positively impact the world and
promote a more compassionate and interconnected
society.

- Jaswinder Singh
Courtesy: The Guardian (website)
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Know the Historical Fact Behind 12 O’ Clock Before Cracking Joke

In 17th century, a Mughal ruler poms

Nadir Shah invaded India. He % ¥
destroyed Delhi and turned it into &
a horrific city of theft, looting and
robberies. Not only this, Nadir £
Shah imprisoned a lot of women
and children as well. Nadir Shah
imprisoned almost 2000 women and the Slkh community
decided to retaliate against him. Shah had a huge army
which outnumbered the Sikhs and the community
avoided a direct and frontal attack. So instead, they used

to surprise his army with midnight
| guerilla attacks on their settlements

with which they safeguarded a lot
| of women and reached them safely
to their houses. This technique in
which the Sikhs attacked Nadir
1 Shah’s army at 12 midnight was
successful in hberatmg many women prisoners however a
lot of Sardars were martyred too. This whole story has not
been given enough credit and recognition in our Indian
history because of which people aren’t aware of such facts.
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CAREER COUNSELLING

Few tps fo become
Sood Jeam Leader

Narinder Pal Singh

eet the man from India (Bihar State) who built
Indias largest Agriculture startup worth one

billion USD.

1.

Everybody was shocked when Shashank Kumar
left his high-paying consulting job at Beacon after
graduating from II'T Delhi India. He returned to
his hometown in India ( Small village in Bihar State
name - Chhapra) to do something unbelievable. The
[ITian wanted to venture into farming.

95% of farmers in this area had less than two acres of
land and earned just 1000 USD annually. Shashank
saw the solution in growing high-value crops. He
spoke to farmers, but they denied taking the words
of a 24-year-old boy seriously. He had to come up
with something else.

. Shashank started working with farmers to earn their

trust. While working, he realised that it was not just
crops. The entire value chain, from seed to market,
was broken. Shashank and his four friends wanted to
solve that. In 2012, start up venture was born name
— Dehaat (Village).

Like its name, Dehaat wanted to solve for Rural
India. The idea was simple - full stack model from
crop advisory to high-quality input access. Shashank
started with a call center to give advisory and access
services but soon realized this was a mistake.

. Farmers’ trust was impossible over a phone call.

So, Shashank used a network of local agents called
“Krishi Saarthis” (Agriculture Friend). They were
familiar with farmers and took face-to-face orders of
seeds, fertilizers and pesticides. Finally, Dehaat had a
model and started growing.

[ts personalized crop advisory became a hit with farmers.
Dehaat started getting 1000 metric tons of orders from
farmers. Shashank knew that bulk orders would come

from investing in technology. He started reaching out

to investors, but his nightmare had just begun.

7. Almost 80 investors rejected Dehaat. Nobody had

conviction in the scalability of the model. Shashank
knew that it was a matter of time. By 2015, 3G Phones
rolled out, and the Agritech sector changed in India.

8. VCsstartedlookingatthesectorseriously. Meanwhile,

Dehaat scaled to a revenue of 5 million USD in 2019.
In that year, it raised its first institutional round
of 4 million USD led by Omnivore. With precise
information about farm patterns and crop cycles, it
scaled to insurance and warehousing services through
a franchisee model.

. By 2021, it had grown eight times to 40 million USD in

revenue. It raised funding of over 40 million USD across
two rounds. Dehaat serviced 400,000 farmers across 11
agricultural states. And, the biggest news came out.

10. Dehaat raised 100 million USD led by Sofina and

Lightrock. The biggest funding round had happened in
the space as Dehaat became India’s most valued Agritech
company worth 70 million USD. It scaled to 2000

institutions and one million farmers across 110,000

villages in India. Today, Dehaat does orders worth
300,000 metric tons. It has also acquired five agritech
companies to support its technology and offerings.

SIKH MATRIMONIALS

Gursikh ~ Girl/35/5°4”/PhD(Biotechnology)/ Canada
PR/ Father Doctor Ex Army/ Seeking Qualified Gursikh
Match Contact +91 9815542987

Sikh girl 31/5’/ B. Tech /Canada PR/ Tech Advisor/
Parents Retd Govt official in Mohali SAS Nagar
Contact +91 98157 75166

Gursikh Boy 28/5°117/ M.Eng Univ. Of Windsor,
Canada/ Quality Engineer Package 50000$CAD./PR
holder/ Contact+91 8171651165

Gursikh Boy 28/5’4”/Post Graduate from Universty of
Fraser Valley/ Working with OnActuate Consulting Inc.
in Vancouver, Canada/ Contact Father +91 9213844777
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