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the number of temporary

residents, including |l

international students, the
number of study permits
issued in the first four months

of this year has increased.
In response to a housing affordability crisis affecting
the popularity of Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s
government, measures were announced to reduce the
intake of temporary residents, including international
students. However, data from Immigration, Refugees
and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) shows an increase in
the number of study permits issued between January
and April 2024 compared to the same period in 2023.
The total study permits issued rose from 165,805 in
early 2023 to 187,510 in early 2024.
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Kargil War

O n the 25th anniversary
of the re-capture of Tiger
Hill, it is fitting to remember the
handful of soldiers of the 8 Sikh
battalion who foiled repeated
launched by
Pakistani troops under Capt Karnal Sher Khan and ensured

counterattacks

that Tiger Hill remained in Indian hands.

The name of Subedar Nirmal Singh, from Gurdaspur district
in Punjab, holds special importance as he was the last JCO left
alive who foiled the Pakistani counterattacks and finally died
in the battle. The Sikh battalion lost 14 men in those repeated
counterattacks with four Junior Commissioned Officers (JCOs)
dead and two officers wounded.

Nestled between Tingel and Sando nala, the daunting Tiger
Hill commands attention with its steep rocky slopes. Rising to a
towering height of over 16,500 feet, the mountain stands as one
of the region’s grandest, providing a commanding view of the
Mushkoh region and partially encompassing the Matayin Bowl,
along with the picturesque Drass village and the vital national
highway. Its snow-covered terrain presented arduous challenges,
with certain areas posing exceptional difhiculties for climbers.

The Tiger Hill complex spans an impressive stretch and at
its pinnacle, the width narrows to a mere five metres, while
notable features such as India Gate and Helmet expand to
about 30 metres in breadth. In an earlier conversation with The
Indian Express, Brig MPS Bajwa (retd), the Commander of
192 Mountain Brigade which captured Tiger Hill, had recalled
how he had planned the operation.

“Instead of four battalions which we had initally planned, the
final task came down to 18 Grenadiers and 8 Sikh. We decided to
approach the top from the most difficult side. I selected the ghatak
platoon of 18 Grenadiers for the task and got the mountaineers
from high-altitude warfare school to train them. The GOC was
sceptical saying it was a very difficult task,” he said.

The brigade commander also selected the 8 Sikh for a tough
task saying thatit had to live up to the reputation of the regiment.
The battalion had not fared well in an earlier engagement with
the enemy with the consequence that the morale was low and
senior officers in the chain of command were sceptical about

the chances of its success.
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Permit Loopholes

Canada’s federal government pg
plans to halt the processing E3
of study permits for post-
secondary  students  if
institutions do not properly
monitor the enrollment
of international students. |

Under the

regulations, colleges and universities would be required

proposed

to inform the federal Immigration Department about
students’ attendance and adherence to study permit
conditions. This initiative aims to protect international
students from scams and prevent the misuse of study
permits as a backdoor entry for work in Canada. Under
the plan published in the Canada Gazette, students
must also apply for a new study permit whenever they
want to switch schools, and before the start date of the
new study program.
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SIKH MATRIMONIALS

Gursikh girl 30/5'3”/Bcom, BEd /on work visa in
Canada/ two brothers/ one is PR in Canada/ Contact
+91 9971576271

Sikh girl 31/5°/ B. Tech /Canada PR/ Tech Advisor/
Parents Retd Govt official in Mohali SAS Nagar
Contact +91 98157 75166

Gursikh Boy 28/5’117/ M.Eng Univ. Of Windsor,
Canada/ Quality Engineer Package 50000$CAD./PR
holder/ Contact+91 8171651165

Gursikh Boy 28/5°10”/ Masters in Strategic Marketing/
Working as Digital Account Strategist in Canada/
Contact +91 9990390306
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