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Canadian Residents Face the Longest
Waits in the World for U.S. Visas

Canadian residents who
require a visa to visit the
United States face the longest
wait times in the world.
Aanalysis of wait times for
appointments to obtain
U.S. tourist visas shows that
while wait times in countries

like India and Mexico have

been improving since November 2022, wait times in
Canada have been getting worse. Six of the 10 longest
wait times around the world were recorded at the U.S.
embassy and consulate offices in Canada that offer visa
appointments. Currently, those who apply for a B1/B2
visitor visa appointment in Ottawa or Quebec City face
the longest wait times in the world — 850 days. Halifax
is not far behind at 840 days, followed by Calgary at 839
days. Getting a visa appointment in Toronto takes 753
days, while in Vancouver it’s 731 days. Wait times can
fluctuate from day to day. Earlier this month, Toronto
had the longest wait time in the world — 900 days.
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From Pothi to Guru Granth Sahib
- Harinder Singh

( ; uru Arjan Sahib devised a superb method to curate

an anthology that harmonized societal elements

in a brilliant framework. The term editor comes from
Latin, implying the one who puts forth, brings forth,
produces, or publishes. In this context, Guru Arjan
Sahib was also the editor and not its current restrictive
meaning of a person who edits or makes changes. Guru
Arjan Sahib was a perfect-genius. He was a compiler
and editor, musician and musicologist, planner and
organizer, curator and publisher, author and poet,
composer and instrumentalist, producer and director,
and much, much more. The Guru is also the lover of the
Beloved and the Beloved of us seekers-lovers.

Guru Arjan Sahib (1563-16006) is beyond the mark
of excellence. At age 18, what traits and characteristics
does one exhibit to be anointed as the leader of a nation?
Guru Arjan Sahib was declared the fifth Sovereign in
the line of Guru Nanak Sahib, the founder of the Sikh
faith. At age 28, what methods and resources does one
galvanize to inaugurate the center for all people? Guru
Arjan Sahib was the architect of Sri Harimandar Sahib
(popularly the Golden Temple) in the middle of a pool
in the city of Amritsar in the Panjab and developed the
city and its markets.

At age 41, what vision and skills does one possess to
publish an anthology that becomes the global source
of eternal wisdom? Guru Arjan Sahib envisioned and
completed the first recension of Guru Granth Sahib, the
textual source the Sikhs call their Guru.

At age 43, what love and justice paradigm does one
live to be martyred by the state? Guru Arjan Sahib was
tortured to death by the Mughal emperor for disrupting
the political and religious hegemony.

In Guru Granth Sahib itself, Guru Arjan Sahib is
described by a Bhatt (bard) as Divine-like: “Mathura
says there is no difference, Guru Arjan is the
manifestation of Hari - All-Pervasive, 1-Light, Fear-
Eliminator, 1Force” (1408). (Continued)
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Brampton designates nearly 2,000
hectares as natural heritage lands

The City of Brampton
has joined up with the
Toronto and Region |ee
Conservation Authority |

(TRCA) and naturalist

Ontario

organization
Nature to designate 1,925 hectares of lands in the city as
part of a national effort to protect natural space for future
generations. Known as the 30x30 target, the program aims
to meet Canada’s international commitment to protect
30 per cent of lands and water by 2030. The lands being
designated include woodlands, valleys, wetlands, lakes,
rivers, streams, and ponds scattered across the city. Some
of the areas are habitats for species at risk, including the

redside dace, bobolink and northern map turtle.
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Narinder Pal Singh

A young Salesman was finally admitted to the office of
the President who chided him - “Young man, you should
be flattered, that I allowed to come in here. I turned
down 5 Salesmen today.” Replied the young salesman
with a smile “T was all 5 of them!” This approach is
called “Persistence in Sales”

[t starts from getting an appointment till closing the deal.
The salesman needs to pursue in spite of initial denial or
resistance, rejection or lack of commitment from prospect.

Benefits of Persistence In Sales

e Showing Professionalism

 Identifying customer need

e Understanding objection or resistance from Prospect/
customer

 Increase chances of closing the deal

e Developing relations /appreciation from customer

Why Sales People Lack Persistence
e Lack of motivation
e Lack of training
e Lack of planning & prioritization skills
e Missing knowledge of Sales Cycle

Tips For Sales Person To Adapt To Be Persistent
e Be Organized.
e Plan your Customer Coverage & call frequency
 Find different ways to contact, get appointments
e Be ready with alternate options in case of failure

Pointers For Sales Manager

e Involvement

e Sensitize

e Motivation to sales team

* 'Training in every aspect

e Review, Monitor & Reward the team members for
persistence

e Walk the talk - Demonstrate during joint working.
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India takes up Guru Granth Sahib

Issue with Qatar, Saroop Returned

A day after the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) president Harjinder Singh Dhami
expressed concern over the confiscation of two holy
saroops (copies) of Sikh scripture Guru Granth Sahib
in Doha, the ministry of external affairs (MEA) said
on Friday that India has raised the issue with Qatar
and is working to ensure their respectful return. On
Thursday, SGPC president Dhami had sought the
intervention of external affairs minister S. Jaishankar
and the Indian ambassador to Qatar for the release of
the two holy ‘saroops’ of Guru Granth Sahib that had
been confiscated by the police in Doha. Keeping the
‘saroops’ confiscated at a police station is a disrespect that
cannot be tolerated. This matter was recently brought
to the notice of the Akal Takht Jathedar by UK-based
Bhai Kanhaiya Humanitarian Aid following which the
SGPC pursued the matter.
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Gursikh girl 30/5°3”/Bcom, BEd /on work visa in
Canada/ two brothers/ one is PR in Canada/ Contact
+91 9971576271

Sikh girl 31/5°/ B.Tech /Canada PR/ Tech Advisor/
Parents Retd Govt official in Mohali SAS Nagar
Contact +91 98157 75166

Gursikh girl30/5°6”/M.Sc Statistics DU/Working in
Canada/Earning 70k Canadian Dollars/ Brother in
TD Bank/ Contact +919899541505
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