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Harvinder Singh wins India’s

first-ever Para Archery Gold

Three years after winning
India’s  first
archery medal,

Paralympic
Harvinder
Singh made more history by
earning the country’s first [
gold in the sport. After the [
scoreboard showed that he |
won the final of the men’s
individual
competition, he took a deep breath and let the victory

recurve open

sink in. Singh won the gold medal match against
Poland’s Lukasz Ciszek in straight sets, shooting the
centre of the target four times in the process. The crowd
at the Invalides clapped after every arrow the Indian
athlete shot. Singh took up archery just after watching
the London 2012 Olympic Games on TV. But he
also faced hardships along the way. He competed at
the Asian Para Games in 2018, just after his mother
had passed away. The 33-year-old athlete said he felt
his mother’s presence when he was competing at the
Paralympic Games in Paris.

I3 Y9s fAw Shff 9at °3 I%e 5. 391 fAw Uude 39 & At

fagr sftnrer € Uz AIST el
g8 I MHIEH WUTH WTHEIH |
(IfH. IICI®) € ALET 3T. dJd
AW Higrle AaST &% YMTHIH 79 ,_
fegg /IS o196 ®21 13 3 16 FSET [ 8
SFAN RS udg go O | feRads || o
Buat § AIT 'T 132 Acdle '3 ¥
fRw AT ageeTgT Afag feu fHfenr A7 Ager T
AT YSHd 3 AEATTS 37, $4d1 TRW & ufd® 979
A® Afeas '3 feda e Afdd '9 ASS o
V3 It HAEd asemt g ue et & Utss
AI3 It ®egAt, niutgdt 3 J9rgt @ Hes fesm

% 9T 1%‘)—|"G1°r ot % U133 Hatg Ifde I |

| FaertenT | feg wifdd gHafan’t
| @ Jfgde "3 AI-HI'® <THSI
Ha3t € AfJWdr &7 Ig MHIEH
| »rutgH viEIH & fasfsar f3nrg
| cg==t| 37 &9a1 & efer fx
Jge fer waan <9 200 © IJig
BETIH, YIUTIH, 33IJJIE I 225

fegst A9 @3<et & Har-farsar, Hatas AarfesT,
JId € Ha1g, U nife I9 TAZ HeS fHeeT J1 aEC’r
é‘raﬂﬂwuﬁwmc‘rﬁvswwe'l YWTHIH ©F Yygd
A3t & AfgUdr &% dIf g% J |

7 - 13 September 2024



Weekly

Canada Sikh Times

DESH jUI0 Ny 51

Montreal’s Sikh Art Gallery:
A Triumph of Multiculturalism and Heritage

Dr. Devinder Pal Singh and Dr. Bhai Harbans Lal

he Sikh Art Gallery in Montreal, housed within the

Montreal Museum of Fine Arts, has attracted over
200,000 visitors since its opening in 2022, becoming
the most visited Sikh gallery outside India. Supported
by the Sikh Foundation International and the Chadha
Family Foundation, the gallery showcases historical and
contemporary Sikh art, promoting cultural exchange
and education. Celebrated for fostering Canadian
multiculturalism, the gallery contributes to the post-
pandemic revival of the museum and Montreal’s vibrant
cultural landscape.

The Sikh Art Gallery in Montreal, part of the
Montreal Museum of Fine Arts (MMFA), has become
a cultural hub since its opening in 2022, attracting
over 200,000 visitors by September 2024. Established
with support from the Sikh Foundation International
(USA) and the Chadha Family Foundation (Canada),
it has become the most visited Sikh gallery outside of
India, with 208,289 visitors in 2023 alone. This success
has positioned the gallery as a significant milestone in
promoting Canadian multiculturalism, celebrated even
by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau for contributing to
intercultural understanding,.

Housed within the MMFAs “Arts of One World”
wing, the gallery showcases a vast collection of Sikh
art, including Maharajas of the Sikh Empire, Phulkari
shawls, rare Nanakshahi coins, and British Raj-era
publications. With contributions from notable Sikh
philanthropists, the gallery emphasizes historical and
contemporary Sikh art, symbolizing the global Sikh
community’s cultural wealth and values.

The gallery is pivotal in Montreal’s post-
pandemic cultural revival, serving as a platform
for education, inclusion, and cultural dialogue.
The MMFA itself, one of Canada’s largest and
oldest museums, has recovered from the pandemic’s
impact, with over 700,000 visitors in 2023, partially
driven by the gallery’s popularity. The museum’s
broader commitment to diversity is reflected in
its Arts of One World wing, which emphasizes the

interconnectedness of global cultures.

The Sikh Art Gallerys significance extends beyond
its artworks. It fosters cultural exchange, offering more
comprehensive public insights into Sikh heritage and
encouraging mutual respect. For the Sikh diaspora in Canada,
the gallery symbolizes pride and cultural preservation,
providing a space where their rich history and traditions are
acknowledged within a prestigious institution.

The gallery is poised for growth, continuing to build
on its success. With ongoing support from the Sikh
community and its allies, it will further contribute to the
cultural fabric of Montreal, remaining a beacon of Sikh
culture and multicultural dialogue in Canada and beyond.

Dr. Devinder Pal Singh, Ph.D.
Director Center for Understanding Sikhism,
Canada

Dr. Bhai Harbans Lal, Ph.D., D. Litt (Hons)
President of the Academy of Guru Granth

Studies, Dallas, Texas
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Canadian Hindus, Sikhs send notice
to KFC over halal meat

Facing backlash from Hindu and Sikh communities,
KFC’s decision to serve only halal-certified chicken
across most Ontario locations has sparked controversy.
These groups argue that the move is exclusionary,
clashing with their religious beliefs and the principles
of inclusiveness. Hindu Forum Canada has formally
requested KFC to reconsider, citing concerns over
religious freedom and workplace discrimination. Critics
believe that offering both halal and non-halal options
would better serve the diverse Canadian population,
ensuring that all dietary preferences are respected.

Daughter of small shop owner in a
Punjab makes it to II'T-Guwahati
In 2023, Khushi enrolled

in a local college after
Class 12

examination from

clearing  her
board
a government school in a
village in Punjab’s Bathinda
with flying marks. Khushi,

whose father repairs mobile

phones at a small shop in the
Bhucho Kalan village, dreamt of studying engineering
at elite institutions after watching the web series Kota
Factory. Despite being a sharp student, she buried
her dream due to a lack of resources. One day, on
her way to college, she got the message that she
had cleared the Super 100 programme run by Guru
Gobind Singh Refinery in Bathinda to identify 100
underprivileged students and provide them coaching
for the entrance exams to elite institutions. She is now
a student of Civil Engineering at the Indian Institute

of Technology (II'T), Guwahati.
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How Punjab’s Farm Stays are
Reshaping Tourism and
Getting Global Accolades

Narinder Pal Singh

he World Tourism Network (WTN), a United
States-based organisation with a network of over

25,000 members from small and medium enterprises
in the tourism sector, recently chose 86-year-old
Sukhchain Singh Gill from Punjab for the WTN Hero
Award. Gill has also become the first recipient of this
honour from India for his contribution to sustainable
farm tourism. Gill is not the only one from Punjab
who is contributing majorly to sustainable farm
tourism. The concept, although comparatively newer,
is gradually growing in the state. Here are a few in
Punjab that have earned a name for themselves when
it comes to sustainable farm tourism.

Octogenarian Gill is the founder of Hansali Organic
Farm, an agriculture tourism venture in Punjab located
on 13.5 acre of land in the Hansali village of Fatehgarh
Sahib district — around 36 kilometre from Punjab and
Haryana’s joint capital Chandigarh.

'The Hansali Organic Farm is one of the finalists for
the UN Tourism affiliated Skal International awards for
sustainable tourism, results of which will be declared in
Turkey in October. Gill and his son Pavail are among a
number of facesin Punjab who haveadded anew dimension
to the farming sector in the state — offering tourists to stay
in the middle of the agricultural fields and orchards in
palatial buildings or havelis with state of the art amenities,
local Punjabi cuisine along with other gastronomical
delights cooked with fresh farm produce. The farm stays,
in the process, are generating local employment and giving

a push to the local handicrafts as well.
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SIKH MATRIMONIALS

Sikh girl 31/5°/ B.Tech /Canada PR/ Tech Advisor/
Parents Retd Govt official in Mohali SAS Nagar Contact
+91 98157 75166

Gursikh Amritdhari girl 30/5°3” /Masters USA/
Software Developer/San  Francisco/Package USD
125000/ Contact +91 7428742265

Required Canadian Born Sikh match for Gursikh girl
29/5’4” in Govt job at Ottwa. No cast bar, Boy should
be Turbaned ND/NT. Contact +1613 330 6319.

Gursikh Boy ND/NT29/5°9”/BTech. Thapar Univ.
/Masters Univ. Of Windsor, Canada /Working in
Canada ,/ 100000 CAD /PR in progress/ Contact +91
8689080882(Mother), +1 519 992 0989(Iknoor Singh)
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