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World Bank President Ajay Singh
Banga featured on Time Magazine

World Bank President Ajay Singh Banga has been
featured on the cover of the Time 100 Climate issue.

The US magazine noted that under his leadership,

the bank has added climate to its mission statement,
pursuing a range of seemingly small reforms that can
have a big impact accelerating global climate action.
S. Banga entered office in 2023 after his controversial
predecessor, David Malpass, was forced to resign
following controversial remarks that seemed to doubt
the science of climate change. Many environmentalists
called for a full-scale revamp of the 80-year-old World

Bank and other international financial institutions.

fefenradt g= fagt = usfie ®
S 24 Ue &9 AT aH

=i | e &
a&3T €9 Uz 39 393t fefonrgdhnt A A9 feor
fefeniggn™ et 993 & H99 AOHE wier I I
fefenradt fagt Tga usfie © I9 T83 24 Wi JuA
3 999 3N 9 AxEdr | Ufgst feg /i 20 Wfentt 37
At for sTem T wies forflges, fdasiy oas
(IRCC) &% 3T famim T | wirehgAtAT H3dt & faa
fg fer seosm T Ben fefenrgdht § wiust ugrer
JIC IT ABSS AN T IFIIT TTHS IS T HaT W3
&St AofesT 2= 91 fA8Tx I3 3% 58 Tmifentt It
yTHM & Eadhort, fEusH w3 sarfgasT € st € &
Ba T mEE a9 IJ Is| feat mfimret & I wt

NN N v n

O3 I d €& A3 %D’)‘I"'%Tl

-

Indian O1l Corp appoints Arvinder Singh Sahney as Chairman

Arvinder Singh Sahney, 54, has over three
decades of expertise in the refinery and
petrochemical sector. He has worked at five
of Indian Oil’s nine refineries.

Before being appointed Chairman of
Indian Oil, Sahneyheaded the corporation’s
petrochemical vertical, where he was
instrumental in the conceptualisation of
various petrochemical projects, including
the upcoming mega petrochemical complex at
Paradip. This complex is poised to significantly
expand Indian Oil’s footprint in the sector.

Sahney also chairs Terra Clean Ltd, a wholly-owned
subsidiary of Indian Oil focused on sustainable

solutions, and is a director at IndQil
Montney, Canada, a
subsidiary of Indian Oil.

IOC operates under the administrative

wholly-owned

control of the Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas in India, headed by Hardeep
Singh Puri, the Minister of Petroleum
and Natural Gas. This ministry oversees
various oil and gas companies in the
country, including IOC, and is responsible for policies
and regulations related to petroleum, natural gas, and
related industries. The ministry’s role includes managing
resources, regulating fuel prices, and ensuring energy

security in India through entities like IOC.

9 - 22 November 2024



Canada Sikh Times

Weekly

DESH jUI0 Ny 51

SHABAD GURU
SIKHISM'S PATH TO SPIRITUAL ENLIGHTENMENT

- Dr. Devinder Pal Singh*

In Sikhism, the term ‘Shabad Guru’ resonates with a
profound and central significance. ‘Shabad’ signifies
the divine Word, while ‘Guru’ embodies the role of a
teacher or guide. ‘Shabad Guru’ together represents the
eternal, divine wisdom enshrined in the sacred hymns
(Gurbani) in the Sikh scripture, Guru Granth Sahib.
Through its divine wisdom, the Shabad Guru is a
guiding light, leading Sikhs toward righteousness and
spiritual enlightenment.

From the Sikh perspective, the concept of Shabad
Guru emphasizes that true spiritual guidance comes
from the timeless, universal wisdom encapsulated in the
Guru Granth Sahib. When Guru Gobind Singh, the
tenth Sikh Guru, declared that there would be no human
successor after him, he passed on the Guruship to the
Guru Granth Sahib, now serving as the eternal Guru
for Sikhs. This decision emphasized the importance of
spiritual teachings over any human form.

The Shabad Guru is seen as a guide to spiritual
enlightenment, ethical living, and the realization of the
oneness of all creation. By reciting, reflecting on, and

living according to the Shabad, a Sikh engages in self-

purification, overcomes ego, and cultivates virtues like
humility, compassion, and contentment. The Shabad
also serves as a means to transcend worldly attachments
and align oneself with the Divine will (Hukam), the
ultimate law governing the universe.

Sikhs believe that the Shabad Guru is the key
to achieving spiritual union with the Divine, a
state known as mukti (liberation). This liberation
is not just freedom from the cycle of birth and
death but also from the ignorance that clouds one’s
understanding of true reality. It is the ultimate goal
of spiritual practice, inspiring Sikhs to strive for a
deeper connection with the Divine.

In essence, the Shabad Guru is the living embodiment
of the Guru’s voice, continually providing
guidance, comfort, and illumination to
those who seek its wisdom. For Sikhs, the
Shabad is not just a set of verses but a direct
connection to the Divine, an ever-present

Guru that transcends time and space.

* Director, Center for Understanding Sikhism, Ontario, Canada
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AAQO BANIYE GURSIKH PYARA

Presents

ONLINE
DECLAMATION
COMPETITION

Theme: Challenges Before Sikh Community
No Age Limit

8th

December

Ist Prize - ¥5100
2nd Prize - 3100

SUNDAY ’
} 3rd Prize - 2100

7pm

Encouragement prizes
of 100 each

Sponsored by:

For any query, please call/WhatsApp at
~, 9811051277, 9873200740,
o 0311177728,8051137918,
9905694407, 9013360745
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THE ASSAMESE SIKHS - 2

Santokh Singh Bains

In his informative Assamese article titled Lankar
Sikhsakolor Chamu Itihas, Hari Singh, a Lanka-based
Assamese Sikh, has provided interesting information
about early Sikh settlers at Lanka.

All of the Sikhs arriving in Lanka from Punjab
assimilated themselves and became Assamese Sikhs
for all practl purposes. Now, there are about 140 such
families in Lanka and the adjoining areas.

The present population of the Assamese Sikhs
is estimated to be around 5000. At present, some
Assamese Sikhs have settled in different villages,
towns and cities throughout Assam, and also in some
neighbouring states. Besides the earlier mentioned four
villages of Chaparmukh, Borkala, Lanka and Hatipara,
some of them are now settled at various places like
Dhubri, Dandua, Raha, Diphu, Nagaon, Dharamtul,
Madhupur, Tokoubari, Helem, Lakhimpur, Sonitpur,
Tangla, Mangoldai, Rampur, Guwahati, Hojai, Haflong,
Goalpara, Palasbari, Dibrugarh, and Tinsukia.

Assamese Sikh farmers cultivating their field at their village

In many villages of Assam, the Assamese Sikh
farmers are held in high esteem by the mainstream
Assamese cultivators. While Waryam Singh was elected
as Gaon Buddha (Sarpanch) of Lanka village, Lalit
Singh and Amar Singh were elected as Gaon Buddhas
of two other villages.

While the Assamese Sikhs were initially farmers,
there are many professors, poets, writers, civil servants,

dar 3’3 €3 ymst € §349:

police officers, physicians, lawyers, engineers and other
professionals among the Assamese Sikhs now.

Eminent Assamese Sikhs of Earlier Period
Phula Singh Chetri (1890 — 1986) of Chaparmukh was

the first Assamese Sikh writer. He wrote articles on the
Sikh Gurus, Guru Gobind Singh’s two sons (Fateh Singh
and Zorawar Singh), and the Sikh religion. He jumped
into India’s independence movement without completing
his law studies. He also participated in Mahatma Gandhi’s
Non-Cooperation Movement. Later, he went to Punjab
and retired as the Principal of the Khalsa Secondary
School at Nankana Sahib (now in Pakistan).

Phul Singh (1892 — 1964) was the second Assamese
Sikh writer who started writing about Sikhs and Sikhism
in Assamese. An outstanding footballer, he served in
the British Navy for some time. Later, he served as the
Headmaster of B. B. Hansaria School at Chaparmukh.

Jog Singh Chhetri (1890 — 1981) from Hatipara was
the first Assamese Sikh lawyer. He was closely associated
with the establishment of Nagaon Girls Higher
Secondary School , Nagaon College and Kala Mandir
(a cultural institution). In due course, his two sons —
Jagjit Singh Chhetri and Jogendra Lal Singh Chhetri

— became District Magistrates. (Continued)
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E Gursikh  Boy 27/6ft.B.Com (DU) USA Green E
. Card holder / ND,NT/ Family Business/ Sister
E Pursuing Masters in USA/ Contact +91 9810064036 !

E Gursikh girl 26/5°2”/ Zoology Hons./ BEd. University E
E of Windsor/Teacher in Ontario/Parents in Govt. E
' Service/ Contact +91 9910229922 :

' Required Canadian Born Sikh match for Gursikh girl
E 29/5’4” in Govt job at Ottwa. No cast bar, Boy should E
' be Turbaned ND/NT. Contact +1613 330 6319. :
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