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US working on cutting H-1B Visa
processing time & Green Card backlogs

H-1B online filing start date for FY25 right round the
corner, the United States said it is working to cut the green
card backlogs and wait times for visa processing for H-1B
and other work permits. In a recent press conference,
White House Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre addressed
concerns about the H-1B visa process and the backlog
of green card applications, emphasizing President Joe
Biden’s commitment to addressing issues within the legal
immigration system. The H-1B visa, a non-immigrant
visa allowing US companies to hire foreign workers with
specialized skills, has been a focal point of attention.
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Sikhs and Sikhism in Nepal-3

- Santokh Singh Bains (Chicago, USA)

In Kathmandu, he first stayed and meditated at a
place where the Rana-era Singha Durbar (today’s seat
of government) presently stands. After some time, he
moved to another place which is now known as Balaju.
It is believed that Guru Nanak meditated at six different
places in Kathmandu and stayed in Nepals capital for
several weeks. He held discussions with the Yogis and
ascetics; he forbade them from idol worship and asked
them to worship One Supreme God only.

It is highly probable that Guru Nanak had visited
the well-known temples located at places like Lumbini,
Pokhara, Palpa and Changu but it is almost certain
that the Guru had visited Thyangboche monastery, a
renowned religious centre of Tibetan Buddhists, and
held discussions with the Head Lama there. Major H. S.
Kohli, leader of the famous Indian expedition to Mount
Everest in 1964, had mentioned about a large sized idol
and a manuscript of Guru Nanak at the monastery.
The Head Lama had also reportedly told Kohli that
some writings of Guru Rimpoche (the Tibetan name
of Guru Nanak) were also in his personal possession.
Unfortunately, more than 20 years ago, the monastery
got burnt with all its valuables including the manuscripts
due to an electric short circuit.

From Thyangboche, Guru Nanak returned to
Khumjing and then proceeded to Tibet.

Sikh Shrines in Kathmandu Region
In Kathmandu region, Guru Nanak had stopped at

Bishnumati River’s bank in the vicinity of the Dera
(compound) of Yogi Hari Das, previously a well-known
devotee of Vishnu Ji and Hanuman Ji. Guru Nanak’s
sermon and his divine personality had a deep impact on
Hari Das who promptly became the Guru’s disciple, and
this news spread like wildfire in the Himalayan country.

Very impressed by the lofty teachings of Guru Nanak,
Nepal’s King Jay Jagat Malla had granted 1600 Ropanis
(200 Acres) of land to the Guru. A later king, Rana
Bahadur Shah, had also gifted considerable land to the
shrine after finding solace for his “unsound mind” at the
Math. Fortunately, the official records pertaining the
donations of land to Guru Nanak are still preserved by

Handwritten Saroop of Guru Granth Sahib at Guru Nanak Math,
Balaju, Kathmandu, Nepal

the Nepalese government. From Mechi to Mahakali,
there are Lal Purjas (House Squatting Documrnts)
in the name of Guru Nanak. Unfortunately, many
encroachments have taken place from time to time
and now only a small parcel of land measuring about
35 Ropanis (1 Ropani = 5476 Square Feet) is in the
possession of Guru Nanak Math Gurdwara which is
located next to Bishnumati Bridge at Naya Bazaar in
Balaju area of Kathmandu.

This 400-year-old gurdwara was constructed in
the style of local Nepalese architecture. The gurdwara
also has a 300-year-old handwritten Saroop of Guru
Granth Sahib. In his The Forgotten Shrine of the Sikhs,
Desmond Doig writes: “Obviously the lovely, lonely
Guru Nanak Math is in need of a Sikh scholar to unravel
its truths and its legends. Until then it will remain a
half-forgotten temple on a wooded hill threatened by
the brick and concrete advances of Kathmandu.”

The shrine at Shobha Bhagwati seems like a forgotten
abode of Guru Nanak. One has to use the crammed
wooden ladder to reach the first floor. In a tiny room,
a handwritten Saroop of Guru Granth Sahib has been
neatly kept. The caretaker dutifully performs daily
rituals and prayers. In the courtyard of Shobha Bhagwati
Math, there is an old bell which has inscriptions in
Gurmukhi symbolizing the oneness of God and the
oneness of humanity. The total land area under Shobha
Bhagwati Math originally measured 29 Ropanis; now
only 2 Ropanis and 6 Aanas (1 Aana = 342.25 Square
(Continued)

Feet) remains in the shrine’s possession.
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Dubai Rolls out Multiple-Entry
Tourist Visa for Indians
Dubai

multiple-entry  visa to

five-year
further
bolster travel between India and

introduced a

Dubai, to foster sustained economic
| collaborations and encourage
| tourism and business ties. Indians are

among the top visitors to the Gulf

- country, with 2.46 million tourists
visiting Dubai in 2023. In the year-ago period, the city
hosted 1.84 million tourists from India, while in 2019,
it welcomed 1.97 million visitors. Dubai has now rolled
out a multiple-entry visa scheme, under which Indian
nationals can take multiple entries into the city for five
years, with each stay allowed up to 90 days. This visa can
be extended once for a similar period, ensuring that the
total stay does not exceed 180 days within a year.

Parneet Kaur and Simranjit Kaur
clinch five medals in Asian Games

Continuing the
impressiveperformance
demonstrated by
Punjab’s athletes at
the international
level, players from the

region have achieved
tremendous success in archery, hockey, and badminton.
Two archers from Punjab, Simranjit Kaur and Parneet
Kaur, clinched three gold and two silver medals in the
Asia Cup of Archery held in Baghdad, Iraq. Simranjit
Kaur, from Abohar, secured two gold medals in the
mixed team and women’s recurve events, along with a
silver medal in the individual category. Similarly, Praneet
Kaur from Mansa claimed gold in the individual category
and silver in the team category of the compound event.
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Punjabi will be implemented as a
compulsory subject in Punjab Schools

The Punjab school education department has issued a
show-cause notice to a private school in Jalandhar for
not teaching Punjabi as a compulsory subject. School
education minister Harjot Singh Bains said it had come
to his notice that Punjabi language was not being taught
as a compulsory subject to the students of Cambridge
Schoollocated near Chhoti Baradari of Jalandhar. Taking
serious notice of it, he directed the officials of the school
education department to issue a show-cause notice to
the school in this regard. The cabinet minister said the
Punjab government was committed to maintaining
the dignity of the Punjabi language, and any disrespect
towards it would not be tolerated at any cost.
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Gursikh Boy 34/5°11”/Masters from Montreal Canada/
PR holder/ Software Developer/Father Business Mother
Retired Teacher Contact +91 98108 20046

Gursikh Boy 33/5’10”/MBA/Business / Earning 6
Figures/ Moving to Canada as PR holder/Contact +91
8076484616

Gursikh Amritdhari girl 30/5’3” /Masters USA/Software
Developer/San Francisco/Package USD 125000/ Contact
+91 7428742265
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