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Sikh Lane Inaugurated in Dongara,
WA to Honour Sikh Heritage

In a historic move,

Be | a street in Dongara,
W Western Australia, has
8 | been officially named

i Sat 12 April 2025

SIKH COMMUNITY EXPRESSES

GRATITUDE TO DONGARA COMMUNITY
&1‘, Siant YYee

SikhLane, recognizing
the contributions of
% the Sikh community
to the region. This is the first time an ofhcial location
in WA has included the word “Sikh” in its name.The
ceremony, attended by over 200 people including Sikh
community members from Perth, celebrated Dongara’s
rich Sikh history. In the early 1900s, Sikhs made up 4%
of the town’s population, making it WA’s largest Sikh
community at the time. The Irwin District Historical
Society, led by Dr. Bruce Baskerville, spent two years

working to honor this legacy. Tarun Preet Singh, event
coordinator, called the naming “a solid tribute to Sikh
contribution” and expressed hope that Sikh Lane will
strengthen cultural ties. The event also featured a Sikh
heritage exhibit and a community langar. Descendants of
pioneer Sikh settler Sojan Singh were also present, adding
emotional depth to the occasion.
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CST Congratulates the Proud Achievers
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« Nihal Randhawa (Patiala) 108
+ Jandeep Kaur (Fatehgarh Sahib) 147
* Ramandeep Singh 152
+ sidhq Singh (Phagwara) 157
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= Shubham Kaur 291
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Book Review: Progressive Thoughts

S. Tajinder Singh

Progressive Thoughts is
a timely and thought-
provoking work that

emerges as a profound

THOUGHT

contribution to Sikh
literature and spiritual
discourse. Authored

by the esteemed Dr. Harjinder Singh Ji, this book is a
reflective journey into the heart of Gurmat — the Sikh
way of thinking as illuminated by Guru Nanak Patshah
Ji, the revered founder of the Sikh School of Thought
and the divine messenger whose teachings are enshrined
in the Guru Granth Sahib Ji.

Dr. Harjinder Singh Ji, a close friend and a scholar
with deep devotion and understanding of Sikh theology,
brings forth his years of contemplation and study in
this well-articulated volume. His previous works have
already marked him as a voice of clarity and depth in
the field of Sikh philosophy, and Progressive Thoughts
adds yet another significant feather to his cap.

As one delves into the pages of this book, one finds
the essence of truth carefully threaded through a diverse
range of important and engaging topics. The content is
rich yet accessible, and it invites readers to engage deeply

with the foundational values of Sikhism
in a manner that is both reflective and relevant to the
present age. The ideas presented are not only grounded
in scripture but are also articulated with a progressive
vision—aptly justifying the title of the book.

One of the most commendable aspects of Progressive
Thoughts is its potential to inspire the youth. In an
age where spiritual identity and moral grounding
are increasingly challenged by material distractions,
this book serves as a beacon, urging young minds to
reconnect with Gurmat Vichardhara—the philosophy
and values as imparted by the Gurus. Dr. Harjinder
Singh Ji offers insights that encourage introspection and
positive transformation, helping readers align their lives
with the timeless wisdom of Sikh teachings.

In conclusion, Progressive Thoughts is not justa book—
it is a gift to the global Sikh community and to all seekers
of truth. It is an invitation to explore the depth of divine
wisdom with a contemporary lens. I heartily congratulate
and thank Dr. Harjinder Singh Ji for this valuable addition
to his growing body of work. May this book find a cherished
place in the hearts of readers around the world, guiding
many on the path of enlightenment and righteous living.

Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa, Waheguru Ji Ki Fateh.

India-Pakistan tensions put
Kartarpur corridor’s future in doubt

PR— The Kartarpur corridor project’s
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Sri I(artarpur Sahib Corridor

future hangs in the balance amid
escalating India-Pakistan tensions
following the Pahalgam terror
ambush. Despite the uncertainty,
the corridor

‘_]\Itl al Highway Authority of India

Ms Ceigail India Limited

remained open

| today, with pilgrims visiting as

usual. However, the Indian government has yet to clarify
whether the project will continue or be suspended.
Meanwhile, Pakistan stands to lose substantial revenue
if the corridor is closed. The country charges a USD 20
fee per pilgrim at Pakistani Integrated Check Post (ICP),
generating significant income from the 200-400 daily
visitors, particularly on weekends. Despite India’s repeated
requests to waive this fee, Pakistan remains resolute.
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Futwastic Uision for the
Stkh Communuty

As we step into a rapidly evolving world driven
by technology, global connectivity, and societal
transformation, the Sikh community envisions a future
rooted deeply in its timeless values of Seva, Simran,
and Sant Sipahi spirit—while dynamically adapting to
modern challenges and opportunities.

1. Global Education and Leadership: The Sikh
community will invest in world-class educational
institutions and mentorship programs that cultivate
visionary leaders, scholars, and professionals.
Emphasis on Sikh history, philosophy, and Punjabi
language will be integrated with futuristic learning
like Al sustainability, and entrepreneurship.

2. Tech-Fnabled Seva: Seva will transcend traditional
boundaries through tech-enabled initiatives—global
food banks powered by smart logistics, virtual mental
health support rooted in Sikh compassion, and Al-driven
translation of Gurbani to reach every corner of the world.

3. Economic Empowerment: A strong focus will be
placed on economic upliftment through startups,
cooperative ventures, and financial literacy. Sikh-
owned businesses will lead with ethics, fairness,
and community upliftment, creating models for
inclusive, faith-aligned entrepreneurship.

4. Unity Through Diversity: Bridging generational
and geographic divides, the community will build
networks across continents—connecting Gurdwaras,
youth, and elders through digital platforms and
cultural exchange, fostering unity and resilience.

5. Environmental Stewardship: Echoing the message
of harmony with nature from Guru Granth Sahib,
Sikhs will lead in green energy, organic farming, and
water conservation. Gurudwaras will become centers
of ecological education and sustainable living.

6. Protecting Sikh Identity: Efforts will be made to
preserve and promote Sikh identity through global
awareness campaigns, legal support for human rights,
and digital archiving of Sikh history and martyrdom,
ensuring the legacy is honored and defended.

Conclusion: The future of the Sikh community lies in
its ability to remain fearless, forward-thinking, and deeply
rooted. By blending tradition with innovation, the Khalsa
spirit will shine ever brighter in service to humanity.

- Chief Editor
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Kartar Singh Narang : A Survivor Seeking Refuge in Foreign Lands

Kiran Narang*

In the year 1947, Christian Dior made his graceful
debut in the fashion world, Tweety Bird and Sylvester
first appeared together in the Academy Award-winning
Tweetie Pie, and a bottle of Coca-Cola would cost you
five cents. While pop culture delivered an enriching
experience, the more devastating geopolitical landscape
took a turn for the worse, where an 18 year-old Sikh
boy found himself petrified, hiding from gunmen in
his neighbour’s basement — not knowing his world
was about to change forever as Viscount Lord Louis
Mountbatten announced the creation of Pakistan.

This is the story of Kartar Singh Narang, who grew
up in Akalgarh, a small village in Punjab — a province
of what was then called British India, now Pakistan. He
lived a peaceful, happy childhood in the area where his
family had been settled for generations. When the British
government announced liberation, they determined that
the provinces with a Muslim majority would become
Pakistan and the rest would become India. The situation
in Punjab was not as clear-cut. A mixture of religions
coexisted there. The new border was thus created through
the middle of Punjab — splitting it in two. Thousands of
people on both sides were displaced because, like Kartar,
they happened to be of ‘the wrong religion for their side
of the border’. Religious riots ensued, and many lost their
lives. Kartar was amongst those who survived but were
forced to flee and embrace life as a refugee.

Today, Kartar lives a comfortable life with his wife
in his house in Sukhumvit and is the co-owner of a
flourishing business in Thailand. “I never thought I
would be a businessman,” he laughs. “My father, he was
a doctor. My elder brother was also a doctor. Our family
was always serving the government. I was going to be an
engineer or a doctor.”

In the summer of 1947, Kartar was back in Akalgarh
for his university holidays. He had one semester
remaining to complete his science degree at the Guru
Nanak Khalsa College in the neighbouring city of

Gujranwala. “I didn’t finish my degree. There were so

many riots, even before the partition. They had to close

the college.” The situation escalated so severely that one

of the family’s Muslim friends implored them to stop
venturing outside their house. “We were staying in the
house — just like house arrest,” Kartar recalls.
Eventually, they were left with no choice but to
evacuate because word had spread that theirs was a non-
Muslim household. That is how, that day in history, the
18-year-old Sikh boy found himself in his neighbour’s
basement fearing for his life — falling asleep to the sound
of gunshots. “I was very, very scared. We were lucky we
left the house because, that very night, demonstrators
came to our home. They wanted to kill us but they
could not find us. They broke down the door and took

all our belongings instead.” (Continued)
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Suitable match for Gursikh girl with strong roots in
Sikhi 27 /5°5” Graduated from New York Institute
of Technology College of Osteopathic Medicine.
Contact +91 98997 07357

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

" Gursikh Boy 29/5’8”/ Working in EY,UK/52K GBP/
. Masters in Actuarial Management from City Univ. Of |
. London. Contact 9810197878 :

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

E Gursikh match for boy 46 years 5°9”/ issuless divorcee UuS E
' green card holder, own business, well settled in New York !

Contact Amandeep Singh Kohli +1 (347) 445-1072

______________________________________________

Chief Editor: Dr. Harjinder Singh

Editor: Dr. Davinder Singh

Designer: Pavit Singh

Advisory Board: Gujinder Singh (USA), Harpreet Kaur (Belgium), Harmohinder Singh (USA), Mamta Kaur (India),
Taranpreet Singh (India), Harman Singh (Canada)

20 - 26 April 2025

email: canadasikhtimes@gmail.com, M: +1 437 673 7555



