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Manpreet Kaur Makes History in
California Politics

Manpreet Kaur has created history
by becoming the first Sikh elected
to the Bakersfield City Council
and the first Sikh woman to hold
public office in one of California’s
top ten cities. Her victory marks

a significant  milestone  for

representation and diversity in

American local governance. Kaur’s
election reflects growing civic participation among
minority communities and highlights the changing
face of political leadership in the United States. Known
for her strong grassroots connect and commitment
to public service, she aims to focus on community
development, inclusivity, and transparent governance.
Her achievement is being widely celebrated within the
Sikh diaspora and beyond, serving as an inspiration
for young women and minorities to actively engage in
democratic processes and pursue leadership roles.

Faith in the Age of Artificial Intelligence

The time has come to acknowledge a reality we
can no longer ignore. Artificial Intelligence is
not just transforming industries and education;
it is quietly reshaping how young minds think
about truth, authority, and even faith. For
many students, Al has become the first source
of answers, often replacing teachers, elders, and E
sacred texts. What this really means is that technology is
beginning to mediate belief itself. This is why there is an
urgent need to introduce a new academic subject: Religion
& Al in schools, colleges, and universities. Such a subject
would not oppose science or innovation. Instead, it would
help students critically examine how Al influences moral

reasoning, spiritual understanding, and religious identity.

Faith should not retreat from technology; it
should engage with it intelligently. Within the
& Sikh context, the challenge is even more serious.
Young Sikhs are growing up in a digital world
Bl where algorithms shape thought more than
b Gurbani does. If the Panth does not respond
with structured education, we risk raising
a generation that knows technology deeply but its own
spiritual roots only superficially. This is a call for initiative,
not fear. Sikh institutions, educators, and scholars must lead
the way by integrating Sikh philosophy with contemporary
technological discourse. Protecting faith today does not mean
rejecting Al; it means teaching the next generation how to

use it without losing their spiritual compass. - Chief Editor
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Guru Nanak Sahib Ji: Mission, Method, and Moral Vision: A Dialogical Inquiry-3

Heritage. This interaction resulted in the following deliberation.]

[On 31st December 2025, Prof. Dr. Harpal Singh Buttar (HS), Senior Scientist, University of Ottawa, contacted Dr. Devinder
Pal Singh (DS), Professor of Religious Studies, Ontario, Canada, to explore the various aspects of Sikh Faith, Values and

HS

DS:

They were shaped by:

Social expectations of inheritance.
Attachment to status or authority.
Partial acceptance rather than total surrender.

The Gur Gaddi demanded ego-effacement, not
proximity by birth. Guru Nanak refused to dilute
the moral authority of the Guru by making it
familial property.

Establishing the Sikh principle of merit-based
leadership: This succession established a core Sikh
principle that later Gurus upheld: leadership flows
from ethical and spiritual maturity, not genealogy.

'This principle later enabled:

Resistance to caste hierarchy.

Institutional discipline.

Collective authority (eventually leading to the
Guru Panth).

Ensuring continuity, not Sahibiation: Guru Nanak
entrusted the future to the one person (Bhai Lehna
ji) who had absorbed his vision without distortion.
Guru Angad Sahib Ji did not seek originality
(meaning: being special) or power; he sought
continuity. That made him the safest carrier of a
radically new way of life.

Guru Nanak Sahib Ji did not choose Guru Angad
Sahib Ji despite his past; he chose him because
Angad Sahib Ji’s life proved that the Guru’s path
works. The Gur Gaddi was not a reward; it was
a responsibility entrusted to the one who had
erased himself enough to let the Guru’s vision flow
through him unaltered.

: Did he want to unite Hindus and Muslims and

create harmony and peace among them?

Yes, but not by blending religions.

Guru Nanak sought ethical and spiritual unity, not
theological compromise. He exposed hypocrisy
on both sides and insisted that being Hindu or

HS :

DP

HS :

DS:

HS

DS:

Muslim was meaningless without justice, humility,
and compassion. His goal was human solidarity
grounded in divine unity.

Did he work to uplift the status of women, oppose
the custom of Sati, and support the marriage of
divorced or widowed Hindu women?

: Yes, structurally and philosophically.

Guru Nanak:

Rejected misogynistic theology.

Affirmed women’s spiritual autonomy:.

Supported dignity in marriage and widowhood.
Opposed practices like Sati implicitly by rejecting
purity-pollution ideology.

His vision laid the groundwork for later Sikh
practices that institutionalized gender dignity.
Did he work to uplift the fate of untouchables and

abandon the caste system practiced by the Hindus?

Absolutely.

Guru Nanak:

Ate with all.

Sang with all.

Elevated labour as sacred.

Rejected ritual purity.

He did not merely criticize caste; he made
it irrelevant by restructuring spiritual life
around shared labour, shared food, and shared

remembrance.

: Why did he go to the religious gatherings of the

Sidh Yogis and hold conversations with them, as
well as Hindu and Muslim saints and sages and
visit the holy shrines of the Hindus and Muslims
during his travels?

Because truth must be tested in dialogue.

He engaged Sidhs, yogis, ulema, and saints to:
Challenge spiritual escapism.

Demonstrate spirituality within social life.
Expose contradictions between beliefand conduct.

(Continued)
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Satnam Singh Becomes First Turban-Wearing Sikh Officer in
Washington State Patrol

The Sikh community of Seattle and across
Washington State is celebrating a proud and
historic moment as Satnam Singh has joined
the Washington State Patrol, becoming
the first turban-wearing Sikh officer in the
state. His achievement marks an important
milestone for representation and inclusion
within law enforcement agencies in the
United States. Originally from Kalra village
in the Adampur area of Jalandhar district,
Punjab, Satnam Singh shared that he feels honoured
and proud to begin his service after completing 24
weeks of rigorous professional training. He stated that
it is a matter of great satisfaction for him to serve the

people of Washington State while proudly
maintaining his Sikh identity. Satnam
Singh also appealed to Sikh youth and other
minority communities to actively pursue
careers in security and law enforcement,
encouraging them to contribute positively
to society and break traditional barriers.
'The news of his appointment has generated
widespread happiness and enthusiasm
within the Punjabi Sikh community in the
Seattle region. Prominent religious, social, political, and
business leaders have extended their congratulations
and best wishes, describing his success as a symbol of

progress, courage, and community empowerment.
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1. According to Sikh teachings, the primary
responsibility of the Sikh Sangat regarding
Gurdwara affairs is to:

A. Leave all decisions to the Gurdwara committee

S

Focus only on rituals and ceremonies

C. Remain aware and accountable for how
community funds are used

D. Support only grand architectural projects

2. Which use of Golakh best aligns with Sikh
doctrine?

A. Construction of luxurious palatial buildings

S

Gold-plated domes and decorative displays

O

Education, welfare, and constructive
community services

Competing with other religion in grandeur

Guru Nanak Sahib’s teachings emphasize:
External show and physical grandeur

Inner spirituality, humility, and service to humanity
Accumulation of wealth for religious prestige

TOW e D

Separation of religion from social responsibility
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______________________________________________

Gursikh girl 28/5°9”/PR in Canada/Masters in Eco. E
Concordia University/Working in City Govt. In !
Guelph 100 Thousand CAD/Contact91-98150-61320

91-99155-61320

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

' Gursikh Boy 32/5°7”/ BTech/Post Graduate from E
E Niagara College/ Working as Engineer in Windsor, E
' Canada. Contact father +91-9417177476 :

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Gursikh girl 38/5" 4”/MA(English) Canada PR/
Working in School/ Father Mother retired from

Defense Ministry and School respectively. 1 Brother
& 1 Sister Canada Citizens, Contact +91 98710 73722
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